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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the KCMA Environmental Stewardship Program (ESP)?

The Environmental Stewardship Program (ESP) is a voluntary certification program, administered by KCMA, designed to encourage cabinet industry policies and practices that benefit and sustain the environment.  

How do manufacturers qualify for certification?

Companies are rated on 22 different criteria in five categories. To become certified, companies must attain 80 out of a possible 105 points on these criteria.

What are the primary criteria required for certification?
In order to be certified, manufactures must meet requirements in the categories of: air quality, product resource management, process resource management, environmental stewardship, and community relations. The criteria include provisions on indoor air quality and formaldehyde emissions, sustainable forestry, and resource conservation. 
Why did KCMA develop the Environmental Stewardship Program?
Prior to ESP, no national environmental program specific to the cabinet industry existed.  ESP was designed to encourage the industry to achieve a high level of environmental responsibility. 

When was this program introduced?

It was launched at the 2006 International Woodworking Fair. 
How many companies and brands have been certified?
Over 152, but more are on their way.

Is the ESP certification process credible?
In March 2009, ESP earned a favorable review from the independent 3rd party ANSI accredited Architectural Testing, Inc. The Architectural Testing audit validates the ESP certification process, further enhancing the credibility of the program as the environmental benchmark for kitchen cabinets and bath vanities.
How long does ESP certification last?
Participants must re-apply annually. They must continually review and document their practices to safeguard the environment, track their achievements & continually seek new methods and materials.

Are cabinets with the ESP seal sold at a higher price?

ESP cabinets and brands are available at a wide range of price points.  
-more-

How are manufacturers holding their product prices if it costs them money to gain ESP certification?

ESP is different from many other programs because there is one flat fee for certification instead of a per unit certification cost. The flat fee makes it much easier for the company to absorb the cost.
What makes ESP certified cabinets desirable for people’s homes?
As a criterion in the NAHB Green Building Standard, the first ANSI approved green building rating system for residential construction in the U.S., ESP sets the standard for homeowners looking to integrate eco-friendly cabinets into their home. Certification provides assurance that the cabinet manufacturer is committed to environmental responsibility. For example, the program encourages manufacturers to purchase wood through recognized sustainable forestry programs that help protect the forests. Furthermore, manufacturers earn points for maintaining an energy conservation program, an Environmental Management System and an active recycling program for process waste, all of which ensure resources are used wisely. 
Does ESP certification contribute to LEED points?

Some ESP certified cabinets may meet LEED requirements, but ESP certification itself does not automatically contribute to LEED points. Cabinets can contribute to LEED points only if they are manufactured with Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certified wood and have no added formaldehyde. The LEED specifications raise serious issues concerning materials availability, extra cost, questionable performance and durability, and possible substitution of adhesives with their own safety or health issues.  LEED certified cabinets are generally much more costly than more readily available ESP certified cabinets.
The KCMA ESP differs from LEED in that it recognizes other than just FSC for sustainable forest management points.  It has been well-documented by independent auditors that FSC is not the only credible and proven sustainable forest management system.   In addition, KCMA’s ESP takes a more holistic approach to environmentally responsible cabinetry, examining the impact of the manufacturing process, the company’s involvement in the community and the product. 

Where can I find ESP certified cabinets?
You can purchase ESP certified cabinets through local cabinetry dealers or kitchen showrooms, retailers like Home Depot and Lowe’s, distributors and directly through your builder. For a list of members and links to their Web sites please go to: www.greencabinetsource.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Getting.Certified_Companies
How are certified manufacturers recognized?

When certified, manufacturers are given the right to use the ESP seal on their cabinets (see logo above). 

Will the ESP seal sticker eventually be on the product boxes like the ANSI seal?

KCMA plans to draw from its previous success with the ANSI seal. This is also why gaining third party accreditation is one of KCMA’s main goals right now; it will give the ESP seal credibility with government agencies and the industry as a whole. In order to increase recognition of ESP certified products, KCMA has provided certified companies with a member kit which includes the seal and how to use it effectively. This is a big opportunity for our members trying to appeal to customers looking for green products that are affordable and durable. Products with the ESP seal have not had their price increased because of the certification. 

How does ESP regulate the use of the seal for a brand vs. a plant?

If the brand is certified then only that specific brand can use the seal. If a plant is certified, all products coming out of that plant must comply with ESP certification. If a plant has 3 brands that meet certification and 2 that don’t, the plant can not be certified.  

How will ESP keep pace with industry developments?
ESP requirements will be reviewed regularly by the KCMA ESP Committee and strengthened as new, advanced materials and processes become available. ESP requirements will also adapt in response to future materials and technological advances and government regulations.
How is ESP administered?

Manufacturers must submit an application with proper documentation to prove material purchases, amount of recycling, low-emitting products, and the like. All information is checked and verified by KCMA’s trained and experienced professionals. Much of this information also requires third party verification. The ESP Committee oversees administration of the program.

What is KCMA’s position on formaldehyde?
Formaldehyde is a naturally occurring chemical produced by and emitted by wood and other organic materials, including the human body. It is not thought to be harmful to most people at the low levels typical of materials used to manufacture cabinetry.
Is KCMA a voluntary participant in the California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) composite wood ATCM process?

Yes, KCMA involvement has moved suppliers to comply with regulations at a faster pace than required. While CARB compliance applies only to the state of California, KCMA has referenced the regulation in the ESP program for all participants regardless of their home state.  Most ESP certified companies and brands are in compliance with CARB and are recertifying under ESP.  KCMA members are taking a leading role in reducing formaldehyde emissions and ensuring the best possible indoor air quality for members’ customers. 

Will ESP meet CARB’s ATCM for Phases I and II?

When Phase I of the CARB Airborne Toxic Control Measure (ATCM) went into effect in January 2009, ESP adopted ATCM into its set of certification standards. In January 2010, when the Phase II limits go into effect, ESP will adopt the more stringent ATCM limits into its set of standards.  The final regulations will establish the toughest production standard in the world for formaldehyde emissions from composite wood products. 
How have manufacturers responded to the CARB ATCM? Is there a risk of inventory mixing?

KCMA was part of the initial CARB ATCM discussion, so KCMA members have known for some time that this regulation was going to be put into effect.  National suppliers have products compliant with Phase I.  Regarding Phase II, cabinet manufacturers currently get an 18-month grace period to sell through existing cabinets.  CARB will eventually become a de facto national standard.  In general, companies can not afford to carry two different inventories. 

-more-

Are there other “green” home programs?
Yes, there are many programs that provide guidelines for building and equipping an environmentally responsible home, including:

NAHB Green Building program – comprehensive guidelines for building a green home in accordance with ANSI consensus process.
EPA Energy Star program – energy efficient appliances

EPA Water Sense program – water efficient products

USGBC LEED program – guidelines for green home design and construction being developed.
Where can I get more information about KCMA’s ESP?
www.GreenCabinetSource.org
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