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The Environmental Stewardship Program
FACT SHEET
Headquarters:

1899 Preston White Drive


Reston, VA 20191

Corporate Data: 
Launched 2006
Administered by the Kitchen Cabinet Manufacturer’s Association
Who We Are:
The Environmental Stewardship Program encourages industry policies and practices that benefit the environment and society. The voluntary certification program provides a tangible way for cabinet manufacturers to demonstrate their commitment to sustainability. 
ESP goes beyond other environmental programs by taking a holistic approach to certification, holding the industry to higher standards and requiring third party verification for many of its criteria. After meeting the rigorous certification requirements companies are awarded the ESP seal to display on their products. 
In March 2009, ESP earned approval from the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) accredited certification organization, validating the ESP certification process. The audit followed ANSI approval of the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) Green Building Standard™, which references ESP as the benchmark in green cabinet standards. 

Statement of Beliefs:
ESP confirms and expands upon the following beliefs:

· Forests not only provide outstanding environmental benefits, but also provide an array of renewable wood products and derivatives.
· We encourage the continued and expanded use of forest products.
· We are committed to promoting conservation and the intelligent use of our natural resources. 
· We support and encourage responsible forest management practices that promote sustainability and result in long-term economic and environmental benefits. 
· We are committed to educating our members and customers in the global wood products community about environmental and forestry issues. 
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Certification Criteria:
Manufacturers must demonstrate their commitment to protect the environment as evidenced by a written policy statement.  Manufacturers must earn a minimum of 80 points based on compliance with stringent criteria to be awarded ESP certification. These criteria include, but are not limited to:
· 75% of particleboard, medium density fiberboard (MDF) and plywood used in the cabinets meet the formaldehyde emissions level of the California Air Resources Compwood ATCM and are third-party certified to meet low formaldehyde emission standards
· 75% of particleboard, MDF and hardboard used in the cabinets contain 100% recycled or recovered fiber content
· Formaldehyde emission levels comply with CARB Compwood ATCM standard
· Hardwoods, softwoods and plywoods purchased are certified through a recognized sustainable forestry program
· A documented energy conservation program is in place

· A written Environmental Management System is available and enforced

· An active recycling program for process wastes is in place

· All federal, state and local environmental requirements are observed 

· The manufacturer demonstrates community involvement and leadership through service or charitable organizations
Members:
More than 150 plants and brands have met the certification requirements. Please visit GreenCabinetSource.org for the most up-to-date listing of KCMA Environmental Stewardship Program certified cabinet manufacturers. 

Web site:
www.GreenCabinetSource.org
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The Kitchen Cabinet Manufacturers Association, headquartered in Reston, VA, is the principal trade association in the United States for manufacturers of kitchen cabinets, bath vanities, decorative laminate products and suppliers to the industry.  The KCMA is committed to excellence in manufacturing through continued quality, advocacy and leadership.  
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